Box Hill Historical Society
For your diary
Please note: beginning with the February meeting, during 2018
monthly lecture meetings of the Society will be held on the third Sunday
of each month, beginning at 2:00 pm. The venue will be Meeting Room 1
of the Box Hill Library, 1040 Whitehorse Road.
Details of the next meeting of the Society are as follows:
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Sunday, 18 February 2018

February 2018
General meetings of the BHHS
are held on the 3rd Sunday of
each month, in Meeting Room 1
of Box Hill Library, 1040 Whitehorse Road, beginning at 2 pm.
Members and friends
always welcome to attend.

are

Enquiries are welcome, on:

03 9285 4808
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Guest Speaker :
John
Barnao. ‘Horses in the
Age of Mechanisation’
John's talk tells the story
of the decline of horses
and their diminishing role
in the theatres of modern
warfare from the late
1880s, highlighting the
vast losses during the
Great War. As fuel-driven engines began to take over, particularly from
the 1920s, horses jostled for space on roads. The competition with cars
led to inevitable conflict. As time progressed horse-drawn trams and
transport vehicles were becoming a thing of the past.
(For details relating to the other events confirmed to date for this
year, and other forthcoming events, see page 3.)

———————
Founded in 1963, the Box Hill Historical Society is affiliated with the
* Royal Historical Society of Victoria
* Association of Eastern Historical Societies
and is a
Place of Secondary Deposit for the Public Record Office of Victoria
The Society can be found on the ’Net at:
www.boxhillhistoricalsociety.com.au
(or use a search engine)
You can email us at: boxhillhistory@gmail.com
and follow us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/boxhillhistoricalsociety

President’s report — February 2018
With 10 percent of the year already in the past, it’s a tad too late
for New Year’s greetings. So, I will simply extend to members and
friends a warm welcome to the Society’s 2018 round of activities.
Although the Society has not met since my report of last
December, members of the Committee have not been idle: there is
much to look forward to, and a few matters upon which I might
comment.
Meetings have already been held, at which this Society was
represented, to discuss the 2018 Whitehorse Heritage Week. This
year the theme is ‘Parks and Gardens’. To this end the Society will
be aiming to conduct a tour of appropriate graves in the Cemetery, and staging a similarly-themed exhibition of material from
our collection, as well as presenting a speaker on a ‘parks and
gardens’-related topic for our September meeting.
Undertaking research toward these intentions is growing a little
easier all the time. With the ongoing expansion of the various
indexes that are being compiled in the Heritage Centre, our ability
to rapidly find references to any given subject is increased. The
cataloguing system we use is good for finding relevant
photographs and collection items, but it does not lend itself to the
itemising of detail from records such as newspaper scrapbooks,
rate valuation books, or property sales registers.
Gary Presland
President

Suggestions?
The Committee welcomes suggestions from members for
events to be held by the Box Hill
Historical Society.
If you have any ideas for topics
for talks or speakers, tours, or
exhibition topics, please contact
a member of the Committee.
Contributions?
A newsletter like this one functions best and is of most use and
interest to members when it contains a wide range of pertinent
information for its readers. To
assist this exercise, the Editor is
always looking for contributions
about the Society, from our own
members. If you have something
you would like to include in an
issue of the Newsletter—a photograph, some information you’d
like to share—don’t be shy; contact the Editor.
Mission Statement

Cemetery Tours
Late last year the Society advertised the opportunity to take part
in a walking tour of the Box Hill Cemetery, during January. With
the approval of the Cemetery Trust, tours were offered on each
Sunday. Unfortunately, the weather was less than accommodating
and ultimately only one Sunday tour was conducted. However,
weather conditions did allow a pre-booked tour to take place on
Wednesday 17 January.
Tours are relatively easy to conduct and a good means of
fund-raising for the society; but they also provide another way of
introducing people to aspects of the history of Box Hill. The
Cemetery is significant for the number of well-known individuals
who permanently lie there, but also for some of the structural
features—buildings and monuments—to be seen within its area.
There are thus many interesting and informative stories that can
be told during a protracted walk.
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The Box Hill His torical
Society seeks to collect,
preserve, facilitate access, research and communicate items
that reflect life in and the development of Box Hill and district.
Geographical area of interest
The Collection is relevant to the
suburbs of Box Hill, Box Hill
North, Box Hill South, Mont Albert, Mont Albert North, Bennettswood and the parts of Burwood and Surrey Hills, which fall
within the City of Whitehorse.

Forthcoming Society events
Sunday, 18 March 2018
Guest Speaker Professor Peter Fitzpatrick will speak about ‘The
Two Frank Thrings’.
Peter Fitzpatrick (pictured right), is a
founding member of the Centre for
Theatre and Performing Arts at
Monash University. His presentation
will be based on his double biography
of Frank Thring Sr, notable in the
early days of Australian film, and
Frank Thring Jr, a well-known and
flamboyant actor.
Peter Fitzpatrick was awarded the 2013 National Biography Award
for his work, The Two Frank Thrings.

Frank Thring jnr (left)
and Frank Thring snr
(right)

Electronic copy of the
Newsletter
Members are reminded that this
Newsletter can be received in digital
form, as an attachment to an email.
When received in this way rather
than through surface mail, the
Society benefits by reducing the cost
of both producing and posting the
Newsletter. In addition, less paper
will be used, which of course is good
for the environment.
If you are interested in having your
Newsletter mailed electronically,
please send an email to that effect,
addressed to the Editor at
presland.gary@gmail.com.
Alternatively you can email the
Society at:
boxhillhistory@gmail.com
New member
The Committee is pleased to
welcome Bronwyn Bennett as a
member of the Society. We hope
that her membership is a long,
enjoyable and beneficial one.

Historians abroad in 2018
Members of the Society have been invited to visit a number of
historical societies this year, both local and rural. Such an
undertaking requires a bit of organising on the part of the
Committee, so feedback from members is now sought — as to
whether you are interested and, if so, which visit would be
preferred? Or are they all equally of interest? The inviting societies
are:
Doncaster, for a tour of Schramms Cottage and their records;
Whitehorse, for a tour of Schwerkolt Cottage and their museum;
Castlemaine, for a guided tour of either the town or the historic
precinct, including their archives. In this case, travelling there by
train in the morning, having lunch in the town and then a tour
would be a nice option.
Some idea of what day of the week would suit could also be helpful
– whether you would prefer a weekday or weekend.

Do you know……..?
In what year did Rockman’s store
open, in Main Street?
The answer to the previous
Newsletter’s trivia question: ‘Which
local cyclist won a Gold Medal in the
1960 Commonwealth Games?’ is ...
John Nicholson
For the answers to the Christmas/
New Year monster quiz, see page 4
of this Newsletter.

If you are interested, please either email the Society, or phone the
Heritage Centre on a Tuesday with your preferences.
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Archivist’s Report
Several of our volunteers have had some health troubles over the holidays; while some
are back on their feet and helping out again, others have not yet been able to return.
Our best wishes for a speedy recovery go to Barbara Lovell and Jennifer Elder, both of
whose cheerful presence is very much missed. Brian Shields, who does all our scanning, regrettably has been unable to return yet, because of his wife’s illness. We look
forward to welcoming him back when circumstances allow.
Over the holidays I have been sorting out the old files that have been stored in the
filing cabinets labelled ‘uncatalogued’, as well as the collection of loose newspaper
cuttings. I have reorganised this material to make it more easily accessible. In the
process, I have discovered some gems, but also material that rightly belongs to other
historical societies, which will be donated to them.
We hold a large box of personnel cards which list local residents who had
volunteered to help maintain the local area during World War II, under the State
Emergency system that was established. While the amount of information varies from
one card to the next, they can contain details of educational level reached, employment, languages spoken — indeed, whether the person could ride a bike or drive a car.
Interestingly, the precise date of birth is given for males, but women’s ages are merely
divided into 20 year periods: 17–35, 36–50, and over 50. Rohan Gibbs has commenced
working on compiling this index, which will contain several thousand entries when
completed.
We have discovered that our newly donated computer from Scott at
Netscape came not only with the Windows 10 operating system, but also had the MS
Office suite of programs installed, including Word, Access and Excel. The Access database program is particularly useful for our ongoing indexing projects. The new computer has been placed in the main research room, for use with the scanner. Our oldest
computer, which we think is at least 18 years old, is not being treated as a heritage
item, but rather has gone to a good home in the country.
Til next time, Helen

Answers to Trivia Quiz
The answers to the quiz questions in the December 2017 issue of the Newsletter are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
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1964
Bismarck, 1917
1954
1969
1961
McLean’s Neighbourhood Shopping Centre
1965
1974
1955
1930

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

1956
1904
Sabine
Matlock police
1959
Esther Poelman, 1974
Clydesdale, No. 18
13 times
Frank Sedgman
St Peter’s church
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From a newspaper of the past
The following newspaper article has been unearthed by Society archivist Helen Harris OAM.
The Reporter 3 November 1965
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No. A15258V
ABN 613 34916140
Heritage Centre – 03 9285 4808
Suite 7, 27 Bank Street, Box Hill.
(Town Hall Hub, rear Box Hill Town Hall)
Hours: 11–4, Tuesdays; otherwise, by appointment
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