
 

N.B. Because of the timing of Easter this year, the date of the 
April meeting has been changed .  
 
Details of the next meeting of the Society are as follows: 
 

Sunday, 28 April 2019, 2pm 
 

Guest Speaker:  Bob Kerr — ‘The mysterious Henry Elgar’ 
 
In 1841 Henry Elgar (1816-1852) was one 
of a small number of speculators who took 
advantage of a ‘Special Survey’ scheme, 
whereby blocks of 5120 acres could be 
purchased in the Port Phillip district, for £1 
per acre. Elgar’s Special Survey covered 
part of the parish of Boroondara and part 
of a then un-named parish (later Nunawad-
ing), east of Melbourne. The few references 
to Elgar in local history texts tell very little 
of the man. Bob Kerr decided to do some-
thing about this gap in our knowledge. His 
talk will present what he has discovered of 
Henry Elgar’s 36-year life. 

 
 
 
 
(For details relating to the other events 
confirmed to date for this  year, and other forthcoming events, see 
page 3.)   
 
 

——————— 
 

 
Founded in 1963, Box Hill Historical Society is affiliated with the  
   

   *  Royal Historical Society of Victoria        
   *  Association of Eastern Historical Societies 

 

and is a 
 

Place of Secondary Deposit for the Public Record Office of Victoria 
 

The Society can be found on the ’Net at: 
 

www.boxhillhistoricalsociety.com.au 
 

(or use a search engine) 
 

You can email us at: boxhillhistory@gmail.com  
 

and follow us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/boxhillhistoricalsociety 
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General meetings of the BHHS 

are held on the 3rd Sunday of 

each month, in the Bert Lewis  

Room 1 of Box Hill Library, 1040 

Whitehorse Road, beginning at 2 

pm. 
 

Members and friends are  

always welcome to attend. 

 

Enquiries are welcome, on: 

03 9285 4808 
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Suggestions? 
 
The Committee welcomes sug-
gestions from members for 
events to be held by the Box Hill 
Historical Society.  
   
If you have any ideas for topics 
for talks or speakers, tours, or 
exhibition topics, please contact 
a member of the Committee.  
 
 

Contributions?  
 
A newsletter like this one func-
tions best and is of most use and 
interest to members when it con-
tains a wide range of  pertinent 
information for its readers. To 
assist this exercise, the Editor is 
always looking for contributions 
about the Society, from our own 
members. If you have something 
you would like to include in an 
issue of the Newsletter—a pho-
tograph, some information you’d 
like to share—don’t be shy; con-
tact the Editor. 
 
 

Mission Statement  
 

The Box Hi l l  His tor ical  
Society seeks to collect,  
preserve, facilitate access, re-
search and communicate items 
that reflect life in and the devel-
opment of Box Hill and district. 

 
 

Geographical area of in-
terest  

 
The Collection is relevant to the 
suburbs of Box Hill, Box Hill 
North, Box Hill South, Mont Al-
bert, Mont Albert North, Ben-
nettswood and the parts of Bur-
wood and Surrey Hills, which fall 
within the City of Whitehorse. 
 
 

   
 

   

President’s report — April 2019 
 

 The Society has been treated to a couple of interesting presentations 
to begin 2019’s round of activities. The  excellent  speakers can be seen 
as a foretaste of what is to come. The Committee is working hard to  
present the widest range of locally-relevant topics for the benefit of 
members.  
 Since the last Newsletter, I have had the pleasure of representing the 
Society at two functions. On Sunday, 24 February I attended the launch 
of Burwood boys, at Cameron Close; and on the following day, I was pre-
sent at the unveiling of a commemorative plaque at PLC (see a brief re-
port on p. 7 of this Newsletter). 
 

Gary Presland 
President 

Open House Melbourne Weekend 
Day(s) (27–28 July) 

 

 The Open House programme this year will run on Saturday 27 and 
Sunday 28 July, and once again will include the Box Hill Town Hall. The 
Hall will be open on both days, and this Society will use the opportunity 
to both promote itself, and to raise some very-much-needed income.  
Details of how we plan to do this are provided below.  
 However, in order to make the most of this opportunity the Commit-
tee needs some assistance from members. Please consider the activities 
listed below and think about how you can be of help. Nothing too onerous 
is being asked; and the more volunteers we have, the easier the tasks will 
be. The Committee would greatly appreciate a couple of hours of your 
time. 
 
If you are able to help out, on either day, please email us at  
boxhillhistory@gmail.com or ring on 9285 4808 on a Tuesday. 

  
Saturday 27 July 

 

The Society’s Heritage Centre will be open from 10am to 3pm for visitors to 
explore our collection. In keeping with the theme of ‘Open House’, we will 
have a small photographic display of houses in the Box Hill/Surrey 
Hills/Burwood area. Digital copies of the photographs will be available at a 
cost of $15 per image, which can be provided electronically.  

 
Sunday 28  July 

 

 Together with the Friends of Nunawading  
Libraries, (FONL) we will be holding a secondhand 
book sale, with all monies raised going towards our 
project to digitize issues of  the Reporter newspaper, 
from 1919 onwards. (See p. 6 for the background to 
this project.) The book sale will run from 11am to 
2pm.  
 Donations of good quality books (no text books, 
please),  can be dropped off at our rooms any Tues-
day between 11 and 4pm; or after hours in the carport of 40 William 
Street, Box Hill. We would appreciate help in both sorting into categories  
in advance, and in staffing the stall.  

mailto:boxhillhistory@gmail.com
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BHHS meeting venue 
 

In 2019 the Society’s monthly meetings 
will continue to be held in the upstairs 
meeting room in Box Hill Library, at 1040 

Whitehorse Road. Members will be 
interested to know, however, that City of 
Whitehorse Council  agreed late last year 
to honour a former Chief Librarian, Bert 
Lewis, by naming the meeting room in 
his memory.  
 

H C (Bert) Lewis, joined Box Hill Library 
in March 1954 and retired in July 1981. 
Between those dates he was heavily 
involved in many cultural and social 
aspects of the Box Hill community. In 
brief, he: 
 

 Served as secretary on Box Hill 
Council Centenary Committee, 1957; 

 Developed the Australiana collection 
at Box Hill Library, 1959; 

 Served on the Executive of the Library 
Association and was President 1961, 
1962 (at least);  

 Was the Rotary Club Citizen of the 
Year, 1965; 

 Promoted and oversaw the 
development of a new library on the 
current site in 1973; 

 was the founder of this Society, as 
well as the Box Hill Philatelic Society, 
and a co-founder of the Box Hill 
Rostrum Club; 

 served for 23 years on the Box Hill 
Cemetery Trust; 

 was a long time member of the Box 
Hill Businessmen’s Club.  

 
Bert Lewis died in May 2001. 
 
 

Do you know……..? 
 

 

Which political party did Box Hill resident 
Barry Gration represent in the 1987 
Chisholm election?   
 
(Answer provided in June Newsletter.) 
 

The answer to the trivia question in the 
previous Newsletter’:  ‘In what year was 
the original Box Hill Council building sold 
by Council?’ was  
 

1987 
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Forthcoming Society events  
 
Sunday, 19 May 2019 
 

Guest Speaker: Louise Blake — ‘Marion Miller Knowles’ 
Marion Miller Knowles was born in the gold mining township of 
Woods Point in 1865, but it was during her nine years as a State 
School and Catholic Sunday School teacher in the 1890s that her 
writing career took off. In addition to producing short stories, 
novels, poetry and her ‘Aunty Patsy’ column for the Catholic 
Advocate, she was a foundation leader of the Catholic Women’s 
Club in Melbourne and the St Joseph’s children’s home in Surrey 
Hills. Louise will provide us with a keen sense of Marion Miller 
Knowles, the woman, writer and community worker, in Box Hill, 
and beyond. 

 

 

Other forthcoming event  
 

Are you descended from a David Clark passenger? 
 
  To mark the 180th anniversary of the David Clark’s dropping  
anchor in Hobson's Bay on 27 October 1839, a reunion is 
planned for Sunday, 27 October 2019, at Gulf Station, 1029 
Melba Highway, Yarra Glen, Victoria. Descendants of the 229 
passengers are invited. 
 Gulf Station was the farm of David Clark passenger William 
Bell and it has connections to several other David Clark families 
who settled at nearby Kangaroo Ground. This historic farm is 
now managed by the National Trust of Australia (Vic) (see 
www.nationaltrust.org.au/places/gulf-station). Gulf Station was 
the venue of an event that was part of the 150th David Clark 
anniversary weekend celebrations, and of a small event for the 
175th anniversary. 
 To receive more information as plans progress, email now to: 
davidclark1839@gmail.com (that should be easy to remember!) 
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Recent speakers 
 

William R. Orange 
    

The February general meeting featured two speakers, Society Secretary Helen Harris OAM and 

Bob Yeomans, past president and member of Box Hill Horticultural Society, both of whom spoke 

on the topic of Box Hill’s horticultural societies. 

   Helen Harris began and spoke about the early horticultural societies of the Box Hill area. The ear-

liest, formed in 1871, was the South Bourke Horticultural & Agricultural Society, under the  

patronage of Ferdinand von Mueller. The secretary was James Roberts FRHS, a qualified horticul-

turalist and gardener to the Parer family. Monthly meetings of the society were held, where  

members were able to bring in samples of their produce. Annual shows were held in 1873, 1874 

and 1875 with exhibits including fruit and vegetables, livestock (horses and poultry), flowers and 

craftwork. There was also musical entertainments and dancing. The Society wound up for  

financial reasons in 1876 and people moved on: Roberts moved to Kew and became the secretary 

of the Victorian Horticultural Improvement Society.  

   A new society, the Doncaster & Box Hill Horticultural Society appeared in 1900 with member-

ship including E.F.G. Hodges, W.H. Ellingworth and A. Zerbe. Shows were held annually from 1906 

on the Sagoe School Reserve. After a suspension for the war years one more show was held, in 

1920. Marine excursions—a trip down the bay to Queenscliff on the paddle steamer Hygeia—were 

held each February to raise funds. The excursions involved several hundred participants and con-

tinued post war for a number of years. Bushfires in the area in 1926 and 1927 may have caused 

the discontinuance of these excursions. (WRO’s mother and her nurseryman father went on one of 

these excursions in about 1937.)   

   Bob Yeomans, continued the presentation. The Society grew from an initiative of the Church of 

Christ, under the chairmanship of Pastor T. H. Scambler, to form a permanent horticultural society 

with the aim of helping residents grow their plants. In 1931 this group became independent of the 

Church of Christ and the Box Hill Horticultural Society was formed, with eminent rose grower T.A. 

Stewart as president. The Society thrived and commenced putting on shows. The shows were usu-

ally held in the evening and provided entertainment and supper. Marshall Tweedie MBE  

became president in 1941 and held the position until 1968. During the war years funds were 

raised for the Red Cross, and vegetable seeds were collected and packaged to send to Britain. Post 

war the Society grew from 208 members in 1945 to 416 in 1950. The Floral Art Group was formed 

in 1950. Women had been invited to join the committee from 1935.  

   By the 1950s Box Hill Horticultural Society was ‘on the map’. They held four extensive and well 

patronised shows a year, initially in the Shire Hall and later in Box Hill Town Hall. A show held to 

mark the centenary of fruit growing in the Doncaster and Box Hill in 1953 was attended by 5000 

and the money raised used to erect commemorative gates at the Doncaster Shire Offices.  

Chrysanthemum and Bulb groups were formed within the Society and there were affiliations with 

overseas organisations, including the Royal Horticultural Society and Dahlia, Daffodil, Iris and 

Chrysanthemum organisations. Membership grew to nearly 600 in 1959 and the Society  

continued to thrive over the next two decades. The Society had been well served by the men and 

women of its committees over the years including ‘Mac’ Snellgrove, Lillian Buzwell, Bob and 

Shirley Yeomans, Rex Hoath, Alwyn Cox, Betty Knox, Yvonne Feben and John Baxter. 

   Membership had fallen to 283 in 1985 but the shows continued on a regular and successful basis 

until 1997. In 2005 the night meeting was put into recess and the morning group (currently 60) 

became the active part of the society. A further change occurred in 2014 with the separation of the 

Floral Art and  Garden Group into two separate and independent organisations.  
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Recent speakers (cont.) 
 

 Social historian and former Box Hill resident Professor Janet McCalman AC spoke to the March general  

meeting. Her topic was ‘After the war and the good life: Box Hill 1950–1966’, how we remember and the role 

of memory.  

   McCalman began by noting how the children’s view of this period ‘from the sandpit’ and as adolescent 

‘baby boomers’ was quite different to that of their parents. The parents of the period had grown up in 

the shadow of WWI and were children of the depression, quite likely with war service or experience of 

concentration camps or manpower schemes – but there was not much talk of the bad experiences.  

   Homes in Box Hill typically had three bedrooms and a bathroom — older houses had an external  

toilet. There was usually a slow combustion stove for hot water and heating; residents dressed for 

warmth in winter. Box Hill was a community of skilled workers and clerks, with women mainly  

occupied with home duties. There were some very poor families; large families attending State Schools 

were unusual. In 1933 many households lived on less than the basic wage. WWII changed  

everything: in addition to war service a civilian workforce was conscripted to provide food for the 

troops, make munitions and equipment. Men were well paid (£4.5.0 to £9 a week) and gained skills on 

the job. The 1930s depression period had resulted in a major skilled labour shortage.  

   Post war there was a housing shortage, as little had been built after the 1920s. Box Hill North and Box 

Hill south were settled and some land purchases made at ‘rate’ auctions. House building was well 

ahead of road making, reticulated sewers and school. Post war marriages led to a baby boom, and 

cheap finance from War Service Loans and the State Savings Bank of Victoria enabled owner-occupied 

homes.  

  After the war the Chifley Government were concerned about unemployment and legislated for full  

employment. Commonwealth pensions were established, the Post War Reconstruction Scheme set up 

and permanent government jobs and industry expanded, including providing work for unskilled  

labour. The labour shortage opened the door to non-British immigration for projects such as the Snowy 

Mountains Scheme. Universities were expanded and Commonwealth Scholarships provided, and there 

was a scramble to build new schools, including Camberwell, Nunawading and Ringwood,  

after a lapse of 30 years. In the eastern suburbs there had been little new secondary education since 

the 1920s. During the 1950s Box Hill State School had about 900 pupils, including some from  

Doncaster — most of the 6th graders went to technical schools; some gained scholarships to enable 

them to complete their secondary education at a private school or travelled to MacRobertson Girls or 

Melbourne Boys High School. (Box Hill High School’s first matriculation class was in 1955.)   

   Governments were expecting their electors to pay for everything, with declining top marginal income 

rates reducing government revenue. Box Hill was a bell wether electorate for middle Melbourne,  

generally following the state trend.  

   Melbourne was slow to provide state secondary education, although early immigrants were well  

educated and there were some good private schools. Post-war immigration to Box Hill was mainly Brit-

ish, so it was not as visible as the later Chinese influx. There have been problems for more recent Afri-

can immigrants with many factories closed down and small businesses hard to establish. A striking fea-

ture of Box Hill has been the high level of tertiary education. 

   Box Hill provided a quiet safe family life, even though not much money was about. Mums could stay at home 

and there was more confidence that children would stay healthy with good child care and infant  

welfare centres. There was still the blight of polio. Box Hill abounded with organisations and churches were 

important. Life focused on the residential street. There were some global anxieties about a nuclear war. 

   The 1960s brought changes and an end to the idyll with increased organised crime, drug problems  

including heroin use, new sexual technologies and the proliferation of the family car amongst other  

influences.  
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Archivist’s Report 
 

We hold a wide range of newspapers in our collection, including some issues of the Reporter  
from the early 1900s to the 1930s. These particular papers are large and are in very poor 
condition; we have discovered that some have mould, which is dangerous to health as the 
spores can get into people’s lungs. At the moment the papers are in large plastic bags, so the 
mould can be contained, but we have had to prohibit use of them from now on.  
 
The Reporter has been digitized from 1889 to 1918 and is on Trove, the online National  
Library digitized newspapers website. We approached, and have obtained a quote from the 
National Library, to continue the digitization programme, using the microfilms held at the 
State Library. But we will need to raise the funds ourselves, as the Library’s funding has been 
cut by the Federal government. The cost to digitize the Reporter from 1919 to 1925 is $4851, 
and from 1919 to 1930 is $9471. Obviously these amounts are beyond our budget, so dona-
tions towards the digitization project will be very welcome. We have applied for a grant 
through the Whitehorse Council, but there is no guarantee of success. 
 
To assist fundraising for the project, we will be holding a secondhand book stall on Sunday 27 
July, as part of the Open House scheme — see details elsewhere in this Newsletter. 
 
Indexing of the next group of newspaper scrapbooks is continuing, thanks to Ric Pawsey; 
meanwhile Rohan Gibbs and Lorraine Taylor continue with the Rate Valuation Books for the 
1954–1984 period. When I have finished the checking of the first section, covering around 12 
000 entries, the index will be uploaded to our website. 
 
We were delighted to be approached recently by Robert Green, author of The first electric 
road. A history of the Box Hill and Doncaster Tramway with an offer of 35 copies of the book, 
free of charge for our own use. Naturally we accepted his kind offer, and the book is now 
available for purchase in our rooms or online via our website: 
https://www.boxhillhistoricalsociety.com.au/shop/ 
 
Till next time, 

Helen 

STOP PRESS!! 
 

Our June function will be something completely different from our usual meetings.   
 

The Box Hill Band is holding a 130th anniversary concert 
at the Box Hill Town Hall on Sunday 16th June, from 
2pm, and has very kindly offered us a limited number of 
free tickets, and the chance to promote ourselves via a 
display and book sale.  Since this would be our usual 
meeting day for June, we have taken up this offer!  If you 
would like to attend the free concert, please email us at 
boxhillhistory@gmail.com and provide name and contact 
details.   
 
Tickets will be distributed beforehand. 
 

https://www.boxhillhistoricalsociety.com.au/shop/
mailto:boxhillhistory@gmail.com
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Commemorative plaque unveiled at  

Presbyterian Ladies College 
 

 

On Monday, 25 February a number of Society members attended the unveiling of a plaque  

to mark the centenary of Armistice. The plaque also commemorates the important role played 

by the owners of ‘Hethersett House’ during World War I. The property at the corner of Elgar 

Road and Burwood Highway, which has been  the main campus of Presbyterian Ladies College,   

since 1939, was formerly owned by Dr Ramsay Mailer. Dr Mailer was a specialist in nervous 

disorders, and in 1915 he offered his home to the Defence Department as a  

Voluntary Military Hospital. Accommodation and care was provided in peaceful surroundings 

for servicemen who had returned from the European front suffering shell shock and fatigue.  

  

The plaque is situated close to the former hospital and on the edge of a lawn area used by re-

cuperating servicemen for playing croquet. The Federal Member for Chisholm, Julia Banks MP 

performed the unveiling. Following the official proceedings, and morning tea on the croquet 

lawn,  attendees were offered a tour of the  PLC Heritage Centre.  

 

 

 
 
 

BHHS Committee members (L–R) Ian Broadhead, John Barnao, Helen Harris OAM, and Dr Gary Presland, pictured 

with PLC Heritage Centre Manager Janet Davies, following the unveiling  of a plaque at the college.  
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