
Details of the next meeting of the Society are as follows: 

 

Thursday,  19 October 2017 
  
Guest speaker:  Cr Tina Liu – ‘Growing up in Box Hill’ 
 
Cr Liu was elected to the Whitehorse 
City Council in October 2016, repre-
senting Elgar Ward. She will share 
her memories and experiences of 
growing up in Box Hill, from her 
early years as a student at St Francis 
Xavier Primary School, and later at 
Our Lady of Sion College and The 
University of Melbourne. 
 
(For details relating to the other 
events confirmed to date for this  
year, and other forthcoming events, 
see page 3.)   
 
 

——————— 
 

Founded in 1963, the Box Hill Historical Society is affiliated with the 
    
   *  Royal Historical Society of Victoria        
   *  Association of Eastern Historical Societies 

 

and is a 
 

Place of Secondary Deposit for the Public Record Office of Victoria 
 

 

The Society can be found on the ’Net at: 
 

 

www.boxhillhistoricalsociety.com.au 
 

(or use a search engine) 
 

and you can email us at: 
 

boxhillhistory@gmail.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook at  
 

www.facebook.com/boxhillhistoricalsociety 
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Currently, general meetings of 

the BHHS are held on the 3rd 

Thursday of each month, begin-

ning at 8 pm, in the Strabane 

Chapel Hall, 29 Strabane  

Avenue, Mont Albert North. Be-

ginning in February 2018, meet-

ings will be held in Meeting 

Room 1 of Box Hill Library, 1040 

Whitehorse Road, beginning at 2 

pm. 
 

Members and friends are  

always welcome. 

 

Enquiries are welcome, on: 

03 9285 4808 

 

Box Hill Historical Society 

http://www.facebook.com/boxhillhistoricalsociety
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Suggestions? 
 
The Committee welcomes sug-
gestions from members for 
events to be held by the Box Hill 
Historical Society.  
   
If you have any ideas for topics 
for talks or speakers, tours, or 
exhibition topics, please contact 
a member of the Committee.  
 
 

Contributions?  
 
A newsletter like this one func-
tions best and is of most use and 
interest to members when it con-
tains a wide range of  pertinent 
information for its readers. To 
assist this exercise, the Editor is 
always looking for contributions 
about the Society, from our own 
members. If you have something 
you would like to include in an 
issue of the Newsletter—a pho-
tograph, some information you’d 
like to share—don’t be shy; con-
tact the Editor. 
 
 

Mission Statement  
 

The Box Hi l l  His tor ical  
Society seeks to collect,  
preserve, facilitate access, re-
search and communicate items 
that reflect life in and the devel-
opment of Box Hill and district. 

 
 

Geographical area of in-
terest  

 
The Collection is relevant to the 
suburbs of Box Hill, Box Hill 
North, Box Hill South, Mont Al-
bert, Mont Albert North, Ben-
nettswood and the parts of Bur-
wood and Surrey Hills, which fall 
within the City of Whitehorse. 
 
 

   
 

   

 
It was heartening to see a good turn-out of members and friends at the 
AGM, held on 20 August. Perhaps the guest speaker, Anna Burke, was the 
attraction but I am sure that a number of people were there to witness 
the presentation of Life Membership to four of our more dedicated and 
long-serving volunteers.   
   It was my great pleasure to  
present certificates of Life Mem-
berships to Janet and Peter  
Galley, Robyn Doble and William 
Orange. These four members 
have made a significant contribu-
tion to the running and on-going 
operation of  the Society, and are 
thoroughly deserving of this hon-
our. Such individuals are the life-
blood of organisations such as 
ours. It is thus fitting that we 
should acknowledge their dedi-
cation, and reward the continual  
service they have freely given to 
the Society.  
 
 
Gary Presland 
President 
 
(It is anticipated that the December issue of this Newsletter will contain a 
photograph of Janet and Peter Galley with their certificates.) 

 
 

2017–2018 Committee  
 

At the Annual General Meeting, elections were held to fill all  
positions on the Society’s Committee. Shane Hübner agreed to conduct 
the proceedings,  and the following members were elected: 
 
President     Dr Gary Presland 
Vice President    William Orange   
Secretary     Helen Harris OAM  
Treasurer     John Barnao 
 
Committee members: Dr Colin Barraclough 
        Ian Broadhead 
        Judith Eadon 
        Gill Madden 
        Philip Widmer 
         
At the first meeting of the new committee on Monday 5 September, the 
following members were appointed to the positions indicated:  
 

Archivist      Helen Harris  

Newsletter Editor    Gary Presland  

William Orange and Robyn Doble pictured with 

their certificates of  Life Membership. 



Volume 
23, Issue 5 

  

Forthcoming Society events  
 
Thursday 16  November 2017 
  

Guest Speaker:  Jim Claven – ‘Lemnos:  the other side of  Gallipoli’ 
 

Historian Jim Claven will give a presentation on his extensive research 
on Anzac connections with Greece over both world wars.  He is a 
founding member and secretary of the Lemnos Gallipoli 
Commemorative Committee, which is project managing the erection of 
the Lemnos Gallipoli Memorial at Albert Park. This memorial was 
unveiled in August 2015 and marks the centenary of the arrival of 
Australian nurses in Lemnos.  One of these nurses was Clarice Daley 
from Box Hill.  
 

Other events 
 

Sunday, 15 October 2017 
 

City of Whitehorse Spring Festival  
 

Once again, this Society will be taking a stall at the Spring Festival, in 

the Nunawading Centre, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.. In addition to having 

some of our publications on hand to sell, we will be introducing  

visitors to the digital databases recently compiled, as well as the on-

line catalogue of the Society’s holdings. There will school photographs 

on display with an invitation for people to identify any of the 

individuals included in the class photographs. 

   As a small part of  the Society's participation in the Spring Festival, 

the president will be one of the guests interviewed  on local radio 3-

WBC. Gary’s ten-minutes of fame will begin at 11.00 a.m. on the day of  

the Festival. As it did last year, the station will set up a temporary 

studio in the foyer of the Nunawading Centre, adjacent to the Society's 

stall. 

 

 

Society meetings in 2018  
 

At its most recent meeting the committee resolved that, beginning 

with the February meeting next year, monthly lecture meetings of the 

Society will be held on the third Sunday of each month, beginning at 

2:00 pm in Meeting Room 1 of the Box Hill Library, 1040 Whitehorse 

Road.  This is the same venue used at the June, July and August 

meetings recently. 

   The Committee appreciates that these changes may not suit all 

members; on balance, however, they provide advantages for the 

Society as a whole. The Library is a more centrally placed and more 

publicly visible venue than Strabane Chapel, at a  comparable cost; the 

change in timing of the meetings aims to establish the best option for 

the majority of our membership.   

   Comments to the Committee on these matters are always welcome.  

 

 

Electronic copy of the 

Newsletter 
 

Members are reminded that this 

Newsletter can be received in digital 

form, as an attachment to an email. 

When received in this way rather 

than through surface mail, the 

Society benefits by reducing the cost 

of both producing and posting the 

Newsletter. In addition, less paper 

will be used, which of course is good 

for the environment. 
 

If you are interested in having your 

Newsletter mailed electronically, 

please send an email to that effect, 

addressed to the Editor at 

presland.gary@gmail.com.  
 

Alternatively you can email the 

Society at: 

boxhillhistory@gmail.com  

 
 

 
Do you know……..? 

 

 

Who played Lady Godiva in the 
1960 Whitehorse Festival? 
 
The answer will be provided in the 
next  issue of the newsletter. 
 
 
The solution to last Newsletter’s 

trivia question:  ‘Where, and when, 

was the first pedestrian overpass 

erected in Box Hill?’ is ... 

 
Canterbury Road, near Barkly 
Street, in 1972 
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Recent speakers     

    
       
   Anna Burke spoke to the August general meeting (held in the library theatrette) about her life as 
a  parliamentarian. She firstly acknowledged and commended the members of the Society for their 
work in preserving local history and knowledge. She grew up in Ashwood, now an area of major 
change, attending Windsor College before going on to complete an Arts degree in English literature at 
Monash University, followed later by a M. Econ in Industrial Relations. Anna became involved in the 
International Year of Peace in 1988 through the Catholic Church. A rally at the University of Melbourne 
was attended by a member of the Vietnamese parliament who was not seen as particularly peaceful — 
he apparently intended to be in charge of killing his fellow citizens: the rally ended in a brawl. 
   Her family was not especially political but she joined the ALP and some of its committees, working to 
engender change. By 1997 she had married, was renovating a house in Newport and working for the 
FCU, and at the time negotiating an enterprise agreement for ANZ employees. Later that year she  
accepted nomination for the Federal seat of Chisholm, held for some years by Michael Wooldridge 
who, as the sitting member, appeared unlikely to be defeated. In March 1998 she received a ’phone call 
from 3AW: Wooldridge was swapping seats to Deakin. An active campaign was run and she became (in 
her own words) an ‘accidental politician’, winning by less than 1,000 votes. Her tenure as Member for 
Chisholm continued until 2016, when she did not seek re-election, and included terms as deputy 
Speaker and Speaker for the House of Representatives. Initially she had to ring and ask a friend what a 
member of parliament had to do. She found the seat of Chisholm to be a vibrant area with lots of  
involvement, including individuals, service clubs, schools, businesses and other organisations. 
   The office was originally in Station Street, Box Hill and later moved to Blackburn Road, Syndal. Her 
four staff devoted time to managing her diary and engagements and the front office. There was regular 
patronage from Centrelink clients (who were usually referred to the CAB) and people with  
immigration problems. Part of the role was more like that of a social worker. Other issues were local 
planning (even though not a Federal matter) including the St Leo’s site and the Deakin University 
bridge over Gardiners Creek in Burwood. An invitation to present an award to Mont Albert Guides  
became an annual event. (WRO recalls attending former BHCHS Secretary Cath Lewin’s 101st birthday 
where she was presented with a Centenary Medal for public service by Anna Burke.)  Twenty-two 
weeks each year were spent in Canberra. Caucus met each week and there were committees, including 
privilege and governance. Her emphasis was on being a parliamentarian. Caucus meetings were run by 
the caucus secretary – no staff attended. Legislation was discussed and leaders would speak, questions 
asked, then a vote taken. Some of the biggest debates were about tree conservation in Tasmania  
versus forestry jobs. Anna was outspoken about some topics, including asylum seekers. 
   In government in 2007 she was appointed a deputy Speaker with Bruce Scott under Speaker Harry 
Jenkins. A significant occasion was the stolen generation apology. As deputy Speaker she suspended 
the sitting when someone brought in a Kevin Rudd cut-out: she later evicted Tony Abbott. Her two 
children were born early in her time in Parliament; she had a supportive family and her husband took 
12 months’ leave to go to Canberra to help. Nowadays there is child care in the House. There have been 
(c.1065) members of parliament since Federation of which only (188) have been women. Anna found 
her experience in parliament rewarding, engaging and sometimes tragic. Since retiring she has spent 
time speaking about governance and women’s involvement in government in Samoa, Malaysia and 
Kenya, and now is a member of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal, where her role includes  
adjudicating on deportation notices. 
   The talk concluded with some questions from the audience. She had generally been well treated by 
the press but expressed concern about the diminishing press gallery and emphasised the importance 
of a free press. 
 
 
   Society Committee member and school teacher Judith Eadon spoke to the September general 
meeting about her school days, and some history of Kerrimuir Primary School. The school 
opened in 1959 with six classrooms for 300 children. It was built by W. D. Pitts & son at a cost of 
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£19,230 on land purchased from the Fithie family. Kerrimuir was named for the Fithies’ Scottish home 
town and the local streets nearby—Twyford, Trawool and Werder—named after varieties of cherry. 
   Judith’s first day at Kerrimuir was wet. There were no blackboard dusters and no school uniform. When 
a uniform was introduced it was optional. The pupils soon found the nearby well belonging to the original 
homestead (which still stands). One of the pupils was able to bring his Border collie dog to school on  
occasion. Other dogs were caught and tied up by the principal for collection by the pound keeper. Mr Pur-
don the school cleaner and handyman worked with the pupils 
   Mr Madigan had 63 children in his class in 1961 and the strap was a strip of linoleum. Teachers ran the 
school bank and updated the bank books during R.I. Beginners’ classes were run at The Grove Uniting 
Church hall a few minutes walk away. Mr Coad took Grade 4 and pupils progressed from pencil to a dip 
pen, which could be rather messy. The class learnt the recorder, played God Save the Queen and recited 
the Loyal Oath. Mr Coad also took excursions after school and at weekends with groups of pupils. Judith 
recalled enjoying the fabulous Australian stories in the school readers which she still uses on occasion in 
her own classroom. 
   Miss Atkinson took Grade 5 in 1962, pupils went home for lunch and sick children were escorted home 
by senior students. Esther Poelman ran a pharmacy in the Trawool Street shops and Molbray Street was 
graded but the road remained unmade. In Grade 6 the girls could play basketball, and pupils went by bus 
to go swimming on Monday mornings at Box Hill Baths. The boys played cricket and football on the oval 
and on Friday afternoons made up the ink and emptied the bins into the incinerator. The canteen had a 
paid manageress and classroom milk came in tetrapaks – flavoured straws were allowed. The bell  
monitors were usually boys with watches, and children ate their lunch outside. Principal Mr Curtis was a 
keen gardener and planted some trees, including the row of eucalypts along Dorking Road. 
   Judith’s father Frank Eadon was on the School Council including time as president. In 1966 a fire bug set 
fire to St. Peter’s Church hall in Box Hill and some classrooms at Kerrimuir — an expectant mother saw 
the flames, but four classrooms had to be rebuilt. Some classes were taken by bus to other schools,  
including Blackburn P.S. A parent vigilante group was formed to keep watch and in 1967 a youth and  
former pupil were arrested. Peg Eadon, school secretary from 1970 to 1990, started by helping to type 
school notices; for some years the secretarial allowance only lasted for two terms out of three. 
   In 1981 past student Dennis Rigg became a member of staff at Kerrimuir. The school now has an  
enrolment of 340 and many pupils speak languages other than English. 
 
Eric Collyer, a former teacher at Kerrimuir P.S. and President of Doncaster & Templestowe Historical  
Society followed Judith’s talk, and spoke about his teaching career, with particular reference to Kerrimuir. 
At the end of his Leaving year at Box Hill High School he obtained a teaching bursary and went on to  
complete a TPTC at Burwood Teachers’ College. He taught at eight schools, including Longwarry,  
Kerrimuir and Templestowe Heights. He began at Kerrimuir in 1975 with Mr Hovenden (a former POW 
and Burma Railway veteran) as principal. Hovenden was a good communicator and regularly circulated 
important letters amongst his staff. The school at the time had an enrolment between 300 and 400. Eric 
later became vice-principal with Bill Witherspoon as principal. He mainly taught grades 5, 2 and 4, and 
was on the School Council. He remembers the beautiful school garden including bush roses. There was a 
well organised and supported annual fete. After doing a music education course in Caulfield, Eric set up a 
music department, which he ran for 12 months before Leslie Bunston was appointed. District Inspector 
Max Buchanan asked Eric to organise a district music festival over two or three days, which included  
contributions from primary and secondary schools. A committee was appointed and the festival ran for 
several years and included choirs and bands and, notably, Blackburn High School. After eight happy years 
at Kerrimuir Eric was promoted to Templestowe Heights. He retired from teaching in 1993 and spends 
time maintaining the garden at the family home Friedensruhe in Doncaster. 
 
 
William R Orange 

 

Recent speakers (cont.)  
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Archivist’s update 
 

Firstly, let me say a big ‘thank you’ to Robyn Doble for fill-
ing the role of Archivist for the past ten years; this was a 
mammoth effort, and one well deserving of her Life Mem-
bership. Our Tuesday volunteers continue to be as busy as 
ever, undertaking various tasks to make research easier 
for members and visitors.  Our online index of newspaper 
scrapbooks now covers some 12 books and over 11,000 
entries. But with over 40 books altogether, we still have a 
way to go.  Working on indexing the scrapbooks has in-
spired me to draw up a Trivia Quiz, and this will be in-
cluded in the next Newsletter as a possible activity over 
the summer months. 
 

Helen Harris OAM 

Hon. Archivist 

Society outing, 19 November 2017 
 
 
The Society’s second outing for the year will be to the C.J. Dennis home and gardens at Toolangi. 
http://thesinginggardens.com.au/ We will be travelling by 24 seater bus. 
 
Date:  Sunday, 19 November 2017.  
 
Departure Time:   10 a.m.  The bus will depart from the Town Hall 
and will stop en route at Nunawading Library to collect members of 
the Whitehorse Historical Society, and leave there at 10.30am.  Return 
time will be around 4.30pm. 
 
Bookings:  Numbers are limited, so early bookings and payment are 
suggested to secure a seat, as it will be on a first come first served ba-
sis. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  PAYMENT MUST BE IN ADVANCE TO SECURE A 
SEAT. 
 
Cost:  $45 for members, $50 for non members; this includes bus hire, lunch and guided tour. 
 
Payment options:   
 
(1) either by cash or cheque at a meeting, or on a Tuesday at our premises at the Town Hall; or 
(2) by post to P.O. Box 268 Box Hill 3128; or 
(3) via direct credit to our account at Bendigo Bank BSB 633000 Account No.  153103478

(please put your name and ‘bus tour’ on the deposit slip).  If paying electronically please also 
email the details to: boxhillhistory@gmail.com 

 
 

http://thesinginggardens.com.au/
mailto:boxhillhistory@gmail.com


Association of Eastern Historical Societies 
 
The 50th Annual General Meeting, along with a General Meeting, was held on  
Saturday, 9 September. Hosted by Sherbrooke-Foothills Historical Society, it was held in the Up-
wey Township Hall. Societies represented were Box Hill, Doncaster-Templestowe, Knox, Lily-
dale, Mt. Evelyn, Mooroolbark, Nillimbuk, Sherbrooke-Foothills, Upper Yarra Ranges and 
Waverley. This society was represented by Janet Galley OAM and Peter Galley.  
 
The Annual election for office bearers was conducted by the President of Mooroolbark His-
torical Society, and all retiring office bearers were re-elected:  
 
President    Tom O'Meara – Upper Yarra Ranges; 
Vice President   Graham Hansen – Knox; 
Secretary    Paula Herlihy – Mt Evelyn History Group; 
Treasurer   Lorraine Smith – Lilydale. 

An Annual Report was presented, as was a Financial Statement. 
Societies were being sought to host 2017–2018 meetings. The meeting on 24 February, 2018 
will be hosted by Knox, at a venue to be advised. Afternoon tea was served.  
 
The Guest Speaker was Stephen Flemming, Sports Historian, Melbourne Cricket Club who spoke 
briefly on the early history of the MCC and then concentrated on sport in the Hills area, from c. 
1860 to the 1900s. The speaker also has a long involvement with the Box Hill Reporter District 
Association. Regretfully, there was no time for questions as the meeting did not conclude un-
til 5.15 pm. 
 
Janet Galley OAM 
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From newspapers of the past 

 
The following newspaper article has been provided by Society Secretary Helen Harris OAM. 

 

 

The Reporter 12 September 1961 

 

Post Office Link with Past 

The unofficial post office at 169 Middleborough Road Box Hill South, has been named Houston, a 

name linked closely with the early history of the district.  Mr David Houston was the original  

purchaser from the Crown of the land which abuts this shopping centre and was among the early 

settlers who took an active interest in community affairs.  Further, on part of his land, for a number 

of years at the end of last century, the well-known Australian painters Tom Roberts, Arthur Streeton 

and Frederick McCubbin had their camp and began the first school of Australian landscape painting.  

The P.M.G.’s Department has advised the Council that ‘Houston’ has been chosen.  It was the  

Council’s first choice. 
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