
Details of the next meeting of the Society (unchanged from the previous 

newsletter) are as follows: 

 

Thursday, 16 February 2017 
 
Guest Speakers:   Sue Barnett and Greg Buchanan. ‘Some architects of 
Surrey Hills’ The talk will include Theodore Hendy, Arthur Plaisted, 
Clive Lord and John Gawler, designers of several buildings in Surrey 
Hills. 
 

Sue Barnett (Surrey Hills Historical Society) had an interest in archi-
tecture at a young age, briefly thinking of a career in that field. Her fam-
ily's home in Victoria Crescent was designed after WW2 for the Gawler 
family. Greg Buchanan is a town planner whose focus is on Theodore 
Hendy. He became interested in Hendy's work when he found his home 
had been designed by him. 
 
(For details relating to the other events confirmed to date for this  year, 
and other forthcoming events, see page 3.)   
 
 

——————— 
 
 
Founded in 1963, the Box Hill Historical Society is affiliated with the 
    
   *  Royal Historical Society of Victoria        
   *  Association of Eastern Historical Societies 

 

and is a 
 

Place of Secondary Deposit for the Public Record Office of Victoria 
 

The Society can now be found on the Web at: 
 

www.vicnet.net.au/~bhhs/  
(or use a search engine) 

 

and you can now email us at: 
 

boxhillhistory@gmail.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook at  
 

www.facebook.com/boxhillhistoricalsociety 

For your diary 

 
 

President’s Report 
 

Members’ survey 
 

Forthcoming society events 

 

Exhibition: Chinese fortunes 
 

Additions to the collection 
 

Archivist’s Update 
 

Members of Committee 
 
 

 

 
 

2 
 

2 
 

3 
 

3 
 

4 
 

4 
 

5 
 

 
 

 

  

Inside this issue: 

Volume 23, Issue 1 
 

February 2017 

General Meetings of the 

BHHS are held on the 3rd 

Thursday of each month, 

beginning at 8 pm in the 

Strabane Chapel Hall 29  

Strabane Avenue, Mont 

Albert North 
 

Members and friends 

are always welcome. 

Enquiries: 

03 9285 4808 

Box Hill Historical Society Newsletter 

http://www.facebook.com/boxhillhistoricalsociety


President’s report — February 2017 

Page 2                      Box Hill Historical Society Newsletter, vol. 23, no. 1 

Suggestions? 
 
The Committee welcomes 
suggestions from members 
for events to be held by the 
Box Hill Historical Society.  
   
If you have any ideas for top-
ics for talks or speakers, 
tours, or exhibition topics, 
please contact a member of 
the Committee.  
 
 

Contributions?  
 
A newsletter like this one 
functions best and is of most 
use and interest to members 
when it contains a wide range 
of  pertinent information for its 
readers. To assist this exer-
cise, the Editor is always 
looking for contributions 
about the Society, from our 
own members. If you have 
something you would like to 
include in an issue of the 
Newsletter—a photograph, 
some information you’d like to 
share—don’t be shy; contact 
the Editor. 
 
 

Mission Statement  
 

The Box Hill Historical  
Society seeks to collect,  
preserve, facilitate access, 
research and communicate 
items that reflect life in and 
the development of Box Hill 
and district. 

 
 

Geographical area of 
interest  

 
The Collection is relevant to 
the suburbs of Box Hill, Box 
Hill North, Box Hill South, 
Mont Albert, Mont Albert 
North, Bennettswood and the 
parts of Burwood and Surrey 
Hills, which fall within the City 
of Whitehorse. 

 
 
I am pleased to wish all members a Happy New Year. It may seem a little late in the 
season for such greetings but, as some of you will know, I have Chinese heritage so I 
am in fact referring to the oriental (lunar) New Year, which began  on 28 January:  

新年快乐 (in Cantonese, ‘Sen-nin haow’).    
 We can look forward to another series of informative talks at our general meet-
ings through this year,  on a range of historical themes. In addition, the committee 
has one or two interesting excursions planned, for these members  whose interests 
are wide ranging. Local history is a vibrant field of study and one that takes in an  
array of relevant activities. Local historical societies tailor their strategies to suit the  
material with which they deal, as well as the social themes that are relevant to the 
particular locale in which they operate.   
 It is always interesting, therefore, to consider how other historical societies  
operate, both locally and at a greater remove. The Association of Eastern Historical 
Societies (of which this society is an active member) aims to serve this end.  The 
committee is aiming through the year to extend our appreciation of other societies, 
with visits to groups in other parts of the metropolitan area. It hopes this endeavour 
will receive viable support from the membership. 
 
  

Gary Presland 
President 

Members’ survey 
 

Thank you to those 19 members who took the trouble to complete and return our 
survey form. The Secretary has collated the responses and has provided the follow-
ing results: 
 
Question 1 asked whether there was support for a change to daytime meetings 

during the winter months of June/July/August. 14 supported this; 2 were op-
posed; and 3 responses were non- specific. 

Question 2 asked, if a weekend meeting was supported, which day was preferred. 7 
supported Sundays; 2 supported Saturdays; and 8 had no preference. [Two did 
not comment as they did not support.] 

 
On the basis of the positive response to questions 1 and 2, Meeting Room 1 at the 
Box Hill Library has been booked for the meetings in June, July and August. (Dates 
will be advertised in forthcoming newsletters.) The room is on the 1st floor, and can 
be reached by either lift or stairs. The venue contains a kitchen, and audio visual 
equipment is available.  
 
It was felt that these daytime meetings should be used as a guide as to whether all 
meetings should be held during the day in 2018. 
 
Questions 3 and 4 related to whether members would attend if they were offered a 

lift; or, conversely, could offer a lift to others. The responses to these questions 
will be considered by the committee. 

Question 5 asked if there was support for all meetings being held during day time. 
12 supported this, 7 opposed. 

Question 6 asked whether members were interested in reciprocal visits to other 
Societies. 12 supported this, 5 were opposed and two were dependent on 
venue chosen. 

Questions 7 and 8 sought to gauge the extent of data entry skills and willingness of 
members to volunteer. The responses to these questions will be considered by 
the committee. 

 
Plans are now under way to arrange some reciprocal visits, with the first being to 
the premises of the Footscray Historical Society. A date will be discussed at commit-
tee and members notified through the newsletter and at meetings. 



Volume 
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Forthcoming Society events  
 
 
 
Thursday, 16 March:  
Guest Speaker:  Carolyn Landon — ‘Celia Rosser – banksia artist’ 
Carolyn Landon is an oral historian with a Masters degree in biography 
and life writing She has written several award-winning biographies. 
Her talk will be based on her recent book Banksia Lady: Celia Rosser, 
Botanial Artist which tells the story of this acclaimed botanical 
illustrator who, over a period of twenty-five years, painted every 
species of Banksia. Examples of Celia’s work are held in the City of 
Whitehorse Art Collection. 
 
Also coming up in 2017:  
 
Thursday, 20 April:   Guest speaker Grace Swiney – ‘Life in England 
        during WW2’ 
 
Thursday, 18 May:   Guest speaker Alan Ritter –  ‘Mont Albert  
  Primary School, 100 Years’ 

 
 

Exhibition: Chinese Fortunes 
 

A new exhibition has  been installed at the Museum of  Australian 
Democracy at Eureka (MADE), which may be of interest to members. 
Chinese fortunes focuses on remarkable Chinese trailblazers in colonial 
Australia, and their contribution to our nation. The stories told in the 
exhibition are of businessmen, traders, miners, gardeners, detectives, 
interpreters, entertainers and publicans. 
 
The exhibition was unveiled on 28 January and will be on show until 25 
June 2017. MADE is located at 102 Stawell Street South, Ballarat, and is 
open from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm.  
 
 

Electronic copy of the 

Newsletter 

 

Members are reminded that this 

Newsletter can be received in digital 

form, as an attachment to an email. 

When received in this way rather 

than through surface mail, the 

Society benefits by reducing the cost 

of both producing and posting the 

Newsletter. In addition, less paper 

will be used, which of course is good 

for the environment. 
 

If you are interested in having your 

Newsletter mailed electronically, 

please send an email to that effect, 

addressed to the Editor at 

presland.gary@gmail.com.  
 

Alternatively you can email the 

Society at 

boxhillhistory@gmail.com  
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A sign of the times 

 
 
Robyn Doble has provided the 
following item from a local news-
paper, published in December 
1964, under the heading ‘Sixty 
Years Ago Today, Wednesday, 
4th December 1904’  
 
Cr Husband said a friend of his in 
Mitcham was recently thrown out 
of his wagon and hurt through the 
horse becoming frightened at one 
of these motor cars and bolting, 
and he thought something should 
be done to stop motors travelling 
at anything like a speed of 20 
miles an hour in the shire. 

One of a series of postcards advertised the Chinese Fortunes exhibition. 
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Additions to the collection 
 
The Acquisitions Committee met in November to consider a wide range of  
donations including a few quirky items: 
 

 Material relating to the Box Hill Boys’ Technical School, comprising about a dozen 
year books and a tie. Donor was Steve Nicholls, a former teacher at BHBT; 

 an unusual donation also relating to BH Boys’ Tech, was a copy of a song on a CD 
titled Please Girls Please  performed by Frank Traynor’s Jazz Preachers, made in 
1963. Students from Form 4a wrote the tune and words with guidance from Frank 
Traynor. Don’t remember it? Well, it didn’t make the Top Ten. Donated by the Aus-
tralian Jazz Museum at Wantirna; 

 an item that does not fall strictly within our guidelines—but we couldn’t resist it— 
was a copy of an article titled Jack McLean’s Great Work, He Makes Maps for Blind 
Scouts, published in The Victorian Scout, August 1965. This is a nod to one of the 
Society’s past stalwarts— office bearer and volunteer, Jack McLean. He undertook a 
range of amazing research projects, none more so than creating maps for blind 
scouts; 

 last year the Box Hill Town Hall was used during the filming of a Chinese-language 
gangster-style film. Cars from the Classic & Historic Automobile Club of Australia 
provided the ‘gangster’ cars and Peter Galley has donated an article and images of 
the event;  

 former City of Box Hill councillor Betty Walters donated a large box of items from 
her time on council. 

 
Robyn Doble  
Hon. Archivist 

Archivist’s Update 
 

There is not a lot to report since the December newsletter, as the Local History Room 
has been closed for much of the time. It is important the volunteers get a break from the 
regular Tuesday routine. I spent some quiet time catching up on particular jobs which 
are often impossible to do on busy Tuesdays. 
 
Several housekeeping jobs were completed, including a visit from Vicki Court from the 
Whitehorse-Manningham Library who installed DbText, our computer catalogue, on to 
a newish laptop computer. This will be particularly helpful on Tuesdays when we need 
to do a catalogue search for visitors or other research and other computers are busy 
with volunteers doing data entry and photo scanning. 
 
I was pleased to see the space that was gained by finding new homes for display boards, 
filled with another big metal filing shelf unit like the others in the work room. Some of 
the boxes and tubs rapidly gathering on the floor are now stored and there are further 
options to get material organized. In the process of acquiring the shelves we also gained 
a few extra filing cabinets for the research room. 
 
Robyn Doble   

Hon. Archivist 
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Members of Committee 
 

Continuing our series of brief biographical pieces on members of the committee, the following  piece 
has been provided by the secretary, Helen Harris OAM. 
 
I was born and grew up in the working class suburb of Richmond and was forced to leave school 
after year 10 because my father did not believe in education, particularly for girls. I worked firstly as 
a veterinary nurse, then in secretarial positions for a number of years. In 1968 I married and came 
to live in Nunawading, working for some years in the office of Winvale Winery in Rooks Road. Our 
two daughters were born in Box Hill hospital in 1974 and 1976, and in 1978 my husband was killed 
in a freak blizzard at Mount Hotham, leaving me a widow at 32. 
 I had already returned to study, completing my HSC part time, and had also taken up family his-
tory, starting with my father’s unusual surname of Doxford. I became heavily involved in the family 
history movement, serving on the Council of the Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies, editing 
the Institute’s journal, serving as a library volunteer and organising cemetery transcriptions, etc., as 
this kept me busy, particularly at night after the children had gone to bed. I was made an Honorary 
Life Member of the AIGS in 1985, and for the past few years have been one of the judges on the Alex-
ander Henderson and Don Grant family history Awards. 
 In due course I joined the professional genealogists’ organisation (AAGRA), became secretary and 
began working as a professional genealogist. I also became interested in local history, and founded the 
Avoca & District Historical Society; my first husband had been born there, and following his death I re-
turned every month so that his parents could continue to see their grandchildren. The Society was given 
a lease on the derelict former Court House and set about restoring it and opening it as a research centre. 
The Society continues to flourish; I was subsequently made an Honorary Life Member. 
 I was fortunate in gaining entry to Monash University as a mature-aged student, and subse-
quently completed a Graduate Diploma of Arts (History) and an MA. It was during this time that I 
became involved in police history, met Gary Presland, who was manager of the Police Historical Unit 
and joined the newly-formed Police Historical Society. Gary and I wrote Cops and Robbers: a guide to 
researching 19th century police and criminal records, fell in love, and bought a house  
together in Box Hill in 1993. In that year I was awarded an OAM for services to community history. 
 Within a week of moving in, we bumped into Marj Morgan, whom I had known for some years 
through the family history movement, and she persuaded us to join the Box Hill Historical Society. 
Within a year I was on the committee, and subsequently became secretary, then president in 
1997/98. 
 In the same year I was diagnosed with breast cancer, so stepped down from all my committees. I 
resolved that if I survived I would complete the above-mentioned MA and become politically active. 
The MA was finally completed in 2001 and in the same year I joined the Greens. In the following year 
I stood for election to the State seat of Box Hill. In 2005 I stood for Whitehorse Council. To my great 
surprise I was elected and went on to serve three terms, including one year as Mayor, before retir-
ing in October 2016. 
 I joined the Australian Local Government Women’s Association and became secretary in 2010, 
serving for the next six years, before stepping down to become treasurer. Unfortunately my succes-
sor could not cope with the amount of work involved, so a new position was created of Executive 
Officer, and I took up the mantle again. In 2011 I volunteered to serve as the national secretary until 
2012, as they were without one, and was again asked to serve in the period 2015 – 2017. I’m also 
the honorary archivist, having inherited nearly 20 kilos of records that I had great fun reading and 
sorting.  
 Becoming secretary of the Box Hill Historical Society once again means a return to the position I 
held twenty years ago, and I look forward to getting back to grass roots history, which is close to my 
heart. 
 
 
Helen Harris OAM 
Secretary 
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